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CHILDREN OF GOD
A musical written and directed by  
COREY PAYETTE  
Produced in association with the 
Citadel Theatre (Edmonton)  |  An 
Urban Ink (Vancouver) production  |  In 
collaboration with Canada’s National 
Arts Centre  |  In Association with Raven 
Theatre and The Cultch (Vancouver)

March 29 – April 7, 2018
Sagebrush Theatre

“Go see Children of God. Just do 
it.... Everything is perfect.”
Kamloops This Week

“Incredibly moving” 
“Transcends theatre”
Audience Response

4,109
audience

650
students attended weekday school  

matinees at a subsidized rate 

251
audience attended at the  

Pay-What-You-Can Matinee

Dillan Chiblow and Ensemble | Photo by David Cooper
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WESTERN CANADA
 THEATRE

ANNUAL REPORT
2017–2018

Left: Cheyenne Scott in Children of God. 
Right, from top to bottom: Aidan Desalaiz 
and Ryan James Miller in The Best Brothers; 
the cast of Million Dollar Quartet; Leon 
Willey, Cohen Chow and Emma Slipp in 
A Christmas Carol; Nicola Lipman and 
John Jarvis in The Birds and the Bees; Katie 
Ryerson in GLORY; Julie Leung and Zac 
Scott in Armstrong’s War.
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MILLION DOLLAR QUARTET
Book by COLIN ESCOTT and FLOYD 
MUTRUX  |  Original Concept and 
Direction  by FLOYD MUTRUX 
Inspired by Elvis Presley, Johnny Cash,  
Jerry Lee Lewis, and Carl Perkins

October 12 – 21, 2017
Sagebrush Theatre

“That was fabulous!”

“It was like seeing them  
live again.”
Audience Response

5,842
audience

182
students attended weekday school  
matinees at a subsidized rate 

430
audience attended at the  
Pay-What-You-Can Matinee

Elliott Loran and Ensemble | Photo by Barbara Zimonick
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TIM RODGERS

The Board is pleased with a remarkably successful first season of 
programming by our Artistic Director, James MacDonald. It was a 
season of creative rewards and audience engagement that once 
again realized Western Canada Theatre’s vision for entertaining, 
educating and enriching our community.

With an emphasis on plays that are Canadian, James engaged us 
this season in our own stories, both celebrating our character and 
challenging our assumptions. And our audiences were happy to join 
him through the laughter, music, tears, and cheers of a rich and 
diverse season.

The 2017/2018 Season truly reflected the Board’s commitment 
to support James’ artistic vision for WCT. Working with senior 
management, the Board revisited and updated WCT’s goals 
and strategies, and developed governance policy to assist senior 
management in reaching the objectives of our strategic plan in terms 
of artistic and human resource commitments and financial returns.

With a new Societies Act having recently been implemented 
provincially, the Board updated our bylaws to ensure they are 
in compliance with the new act. Our governance committee is 
developing policy around risk management, fund development 
and financial compliance with all regulations to ensure the safety 
of our company and client data and to ensure the sustainability 
of the organization. 

It was also a season of change and new opportunities. The Board said 
goodbye to Lori Marchand and thanked her for her commitment 
as a tireless community booster, who served with integrity, grace, 
and dedication during her 19 years with us. We have not lost her, 
however; we will work with her closely in her new role at the National 
Arts Centre’s Indigenous Theatre. In turn, we welcomed the multi-
talented Evan Klassen as the new Managing Director. Evan, with his 
passion for the arts and strong background in theatre management, 
production, facility management, and box office, is the perfect fit for 
our company and community in partnering with James to assist the 
organization in reaching its vision.

We’re indebted to our amazing partners, sponsors, donors and 
volunteers for their continued support of our vision for WCT and of 
our drive to provide opportunities for the youth of Kamloops. And, of 
course, we would like to acknowledge the energy and dedication of 
WCT’s incredible staff who helps us give such excellence in theatre to 
our community.

We look forward with excitement to what will we will accomplish 
together in the future. 

5 Pillars of the Strategic Plan
I) Artistic Excellence:  

Deliver high calibre productions, 
with broad-based, original, and 

inclusive programming

II) Brand Awareness:  
Increase profile locally, regionally, 

provincially, and nationally

III) Indigenous Engagement: 
Increase collaboration with the 

Indigenous community, including 
promoting Indigenous artists, 

ensuring authentic engagement, 
and respecting cultural protocols

IV) Community Engagement:  
Expand educational and outreach 

programs and activities

V) Sustainability and Capacity:  
Ensure facilities are available to 

meet our current and future needs; 
acquire and retain the highest 

calibre human resources; succession 
planning; financial stability

CHAIR’S REPORT
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A CHRISTMAS CAROL
A new version by JAMES MACDONALD 
From the book by Charles Dickens

November 30 – December 12, 2017
Sagebrush Theatre

“An absolutely gorgeous 
production!”

“Definitely a MUST SEE.”
Audience Response

8,881
audience

2,458
students attended weekday school  
matinees at a subsidized rate 

397
audience attended at the  
Pay-What-You-Can Matinee

Michael Spencer-Davis and Christopher Weddell | Photo by Barbara Zimonick
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It continues to be my honour and pleasure to serve as the artistic 
director of Western Canada Theatre and to live in the wonderful 
city of Kamloops. We are fortunate to live, work, and play in this 
beautiful part of the world, on the traditional territory of T’Kemlups 
te Secwepemc.

For my first season programmed at WCT, I looked for increased 
opportunities for Canadian and Indigenous voices on our stages, 
for productions that would introduce my artistic vision to our 
community, and for a mix of popular and challenging productions 
that continue to build on the legacy of my predecessors. 

The choice of six Canadian works, three premieres, and a musical 
about residential schools paid off in community and critical 
praise, new audiences, and record breaking casual ticket sales. 
We were particularly pleased by the positive response to GLORY 
and Children of God, new works that speak to the depths of the 
Canadian and Indigenous experiences and both of which were 
originally developed at WCT.

We are in the business of changing lives, offering theatrical 
productions that entertain and inspire, and that teach us something 
about ourselves. We also take immense pride in telling the stories of 
our own country. Championing Canadian and Indigenous identity 
on our stages and in our programs is fundamental to celebrating 
ourselves as a country, to healing the wounds of our past, and to 
building a future in which we promote our own artists and creators. 

Some aspects of our past are not always easy – Children of God 
portrayed a terrible chapter in Canadian/Indigenous history, but 
through its finely crafted story and haunting music, it provoked 
empathy and contributed to the understanding of intergenerational 
trauma. In a different vein, GLORY’s fast-paced, riveting story of 
a real-life Canadian champion women’s hockey team provided 
an inspirational story which also exemplified our commitment to 
telling the stories of the battles and triumphs of forgotten women.

Best Brothers and Armstrong’s War dealt with themes of family 
tragedy, PTSD, conflict, and resolution in a particularly Canadian 
context, with whimsy, humour, and grace. The Birds and the 
Bees was a gut-busting comedy which featured characters and 
situations much recognized by all of us in B.C.’s Bee City. And A 
Christmas Carol and Million Dollar Quartet gave us classics told in 
homegrown productions of style, exuberance, and joy.

Our behind-the-scenes activity over the past season included a 
continued focus on creating new work. Building on the success 
of GLORY and Children of God, we developed two works that 

“We take immense pride 
in telling the stories of 

our own country.” 

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR’S REPORT

JAMES MacDONALD
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“We’re in the business of 
changing lives”

receive their world premieres at WCT in 2018/19: Kamloopa and 
Meet My Sister.

In our productions, we proudly work with local artists and artisans, 
complemented by the best theatre professionals from across 
the country. Within this work, we seek to develop the theatre 
artists, production staff, and administrators of the future through 
mentorships, apprenticeships, and opportunities to feature young 
people on our stages. This is perhaps best exemplified by our 
stage management and technical teams, almost all of which have 
been developed and trained at WCT. Turn to page 21 for a list of 
emerging artists WCT engaged in 2017/18.

We found new ways to interact with our audiences in 2017/18, 
highlighted by the newly created Wednesday evening Yac with 
Mac/Students Club. This pre-show talkback event (with pizza!) 
enriches our patrons’ appreciation of the play and allows our most 
valued asset—our audience—the chance to give me direct feedback.

We toured one production in 2017/18, and built on relationships 
with theatrical presenters across B.C. who are hungry for just the 
type of theatre we produce: quality productions with a focus on 
Canadian and Indigenous new works, with topics and subjects that 
impact us all. In 2018/19, we are touring four productions, opening 
up whole new audiences for our made-in-Kamloops works and 
carrying the name of our city and company to thousands across 
B.C. and Canada

We believe theatre is an activity for everyone, so we do everything we 
can to encourage participation and accessibility. Our organization 
considers itself a leader in practices of non-discrimination and safe 
workplace policies. And we are proud to be regarded as community 
leaders, contributing to the development and advancement of all 
the citizens of our great city.

Kamloops is the 63rd largest city in Canada, but WCT stands tall 
as one of the 15 largest theatre companies in the country. This is 
due to the hard work of so many people, from the founders and 
stewards of the company, to our current staff, Board and volunteers, 
and to our patrons, donors, sponsors, and public funders. We are 
achieving something truly remarkable in the southern Interior, and 
I am so proud to be a part of this ongoing tradition of excellence.



GLORY
By TRACEY POWER
Produced in association with  
Alberta Theatre Projects (Calgary)

February 22 – March 3, 2018
Sagebrush Theatre

“Amazing choreography!!!! And 
what a great way to celebrate 
a unique part of Canadian 
history.”

“Visually stunning, fun, and so 
much heart.”
Audience Response

3,357
audience

329
students attended weekday school  

matinees at a subsidized rate 

141
audience attended at the  

Pay-What-You-Can Matinee

Katie Ryerson and Gili Roskies | Photo by Barbara 
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Christopher Allen and Naomi Wright | Photo by Stephen 

THE BIRDS AND THE BEES
By MARK CRAWFORD
Produced in association with Thousand 
Islands Playhouse, Gananoque

January 25 – February 3, 2018
Sagebrush Theatre

“Awesome, funny adult humour”

“Another winner from our 
theatre company”
Audience Response

4,269
audience

21
students attended weekday school  

matinees at a subsidized rate 

312
audience attended at the  

Pay-What-You-Can Matinee
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The final days of the 2017/18 season were coincidentally my first 
as Managing Director at Western Canada Theatre. Succeeding 
Executive Director Lori Marchand has been such an honour for 
me, and I’m pleased to be building on the company’s strong 
legacy, inspired by the past and energized by its possibilities. 
The first play I experienced at WCT was Children of God, a 
significant piece for Canadian theatre that was emotionally 
charged, passionate, tragic, and joyful. It was an important play 
on which to begin my tenure.

I’ve been getting to know the wonderful community that has 
fostered this unique theatre company. From first meetings with 
City administrators, other local arts organizations, politicians and 
the public, I’ve been amazed by the huge reach that WCT has 
within the community. 

And I have been just as pleased with the audiences that come 
to WCT. In the 2017/18 season, our audience numbers remained 
steady at just over 30,000 admissions. Our casual ticket 
revenues for our Sagebrush Theatre productions grew over the 
past two seasons, resulting in 2017/18 casual ticket revenues 
being the highest to date! Productions of The Birds and the 
Bees and Children of God both exceeded our casual ticket sales 
expectations.

In addition to the quality plays that entertain and enlighten our audiences, WCT serves the 
community in many ways. We provide venue management and box office services at cost to 
our community users. Through the box office in 2017/18, 76,246 tickets were printed, $1,828,074 
processed for 424 performances in 157 separate events. To local theatrical groups, we provide 
production support, such as Project X’s use of the WCT carpentry shop. And together with the 
Kamloops Art Gallery and Kamloops Symphony, we  submit a joint advocacy statement to the BC 
provincial government’s annual budget consultation.

In addition, we foster Kamloops’ performing arts infrastructure through ongoing capital development 
at the Sagebrush and Pavilion Theatres. In 2017/18 we successfully executed a “Canadian Cultural 
Spaces Fund” grant from Canadian Heritage that enabled us to impove both the Sagebrush and 
Pavilion Theatre lobbies and offices, and improve safety features at the Sagebrush Theatre, to the 
benefit of all users and audiences. 

Of particular note, the Canada Council for the Arts recognized the important role of WCT’s work 
within the national arts community by significantly increasing the 2017/18 annual operating grant, 
which will spur on many activities in 2018/19 and beyond.

I look forward to many more opportunities to meld the arts with life in this vibrant and exciting city 
over the coming years. And most of all, I look forward to leading our fantastic administrative team, 
meeting our loyal audiences, and creating exciting programming into the future.

“The Canada Council for 
the Arts recognized the 
important role of WCT’s 
work within the national 

arts community.”

MANAGING DIRECTOR’S REPORT

EVAN KLASSEN
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TH’OWXIYA: THE HUNGRY FEAST DISH
By JOSEPH A. DANDURAND
Produced in association with Axis Theatre 
Company

October 21, 2017
Pavillion Theatre

“Truly unforgettable ... in its 
engaging story steeped in 
tradition.”
Vancouver Presents

480
audience

460
students attended weekday school  

matinees at a subsidized rate 
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Enriching the lives of children and youth through 
theatre continued to be a focus of WCT’s 
activities in our 2017/2018 season. Combining 
James’ enthusiasm as an educator and mentor 
with WCT’s proud tradition of championing 
opportunities for young people energized our 
programming in our Education and Outreach 
section.
Over 4,000 students from 50 schools, including 
some from as far away as Lillooet and Salmon 
Arm, attended our subsidized school weekday 
matinees. An inspiring highlight of the program 
was our collaboration with School District 73 
and the Aboriginal Education Council to create 
a special viewing of Children of God for senior 
students within the district. Over 700 students 
saw this nationally important production. In the 
class, we support the teachers by developing 
study guides that provide insight into the play, 
interviews with cast and playwrights, and 
suggested classroom activities.
Through our Stage One Theatre School, we 
offered new opportunities for children with 
Down Syndrome in a series of four workshops 
called Everybody Plays. This fun, interactive class 
focused on body movement and communication 
to the benefit of both our Stage One instructors 
and influential community members. 
Stage One’s other theatre classes were again 
offered year round. Five students were able 
to attend our classes through the Henry 
Vanderberghe Memorial Fund. Our ever popular 
Performance Classes presented eight public 
performances, The Rehearsal and We Open 
Tomorrow Night in the spring and The Trials 
of Robin Hood in the summer. Our Stage One 
students were also present at various community 
events, including the Children’s Arts Festival, the 
VW Turtle River Race, and Overlander Days.
We were proud of several of our Stage One 
students and alumni for their professional work 
with Western Canada Theatre this year. Lucas 
Vanderlip successfully debuted as a sound 
designer on Armstrong’s War, and Quentin 
Clark (who was also in Mary Poppins), Rachel 
Farrow, and Alex Mittelsteadt performed in A 
Christmas Carol.
An exciting addition to our teaching staff this 
season was Tracey Power, the playwright and 
choreographer of GLORY, as our music theatre 
instructor.
Our reach into classrooms and the community 
increased substantially in 2017/2018. We 

conducted 20 artist-in-schools workshops in 
classrooms and were involved with organizations 
such as the Boys and Girls Club and the Girl 
Guides of Canada. Through the Make Children 
First Kamloops and the City of Kamloops, we 
had the wonderful opportunity to be involved 
in Family Literacy Week, by hosting hour-long 
theatre workshops to the winners of the SD73 
Unplug and Play School Challenge. At two 
Professional Development days for teachers 
facilitated by Education Coordinator Terri 
Runnalls, we provided teaching tools for teachers 
from many disciplines aimed at increasing the 
use of drama in their classrooms and further 
integration into their existing curriculum.
To again bring the wonders of theatre to the 
very young and stimulate their imaginations, we 
presented the visually stunning Th’woxyia, The 
Hungry Feast Dish and the children’s favourite 
Norman Foote. Our 7th Annual Halloween 
Family Dance Party welcomed young families 
into our Pavilion Theatre and collected donations 
for the Kamloops Food Bank. 
These important programs are supported by 
the generous contributions raised through the 
VW Turtle River Race, for which we very much 
thank Terri Lowe and Volkswagen of Kamloops. 
Through such generosity, Kamloops can look 
forward to further exciting opportunities for our 
young people in theatre education.

EDUCATION AND OUTREACH

Rachel Farrow, Quentin Clark, and Alex Mittelstead
Photo by Barbara Zimonick
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Quote from text Our fundraising took on a fun and engaging character in the 
2017/2018 season, with the creation of inventive events in 
partnership with local organizations and the growth of established 
events. 

In May 2018, we collaborated with the Royal Inland Hospital 
Foundation for the friendly but competitive Doctors vs Lawyers 
FUN-raiser talent contest. Participants saw WCT in a new light, 
off the stage and in their community. 

BrewLoops, the collaborative craft beer event between WCT, the 
Rotary Club of Kamloops, Tourism Kamloops, and the City of 
Kamloops, was hugely successful in its third year, continuing to grow 

in activities and participants. In 
addition to the funds raised, it 
provided platforms to promote 
WCT’s productions to new, 
younger audiences at its Block 
Parties, with one on the North 
Shore in September 2017 and 
Downtown in May 2018. 

Through our eighth year of 
collaboration with Volkswagen 
of Kamloops on the VW 
Turtle River Race, we engaged 
with the community at events 
throughout the summer. This 
kept us in the public eye during 
our break from productions. 

Our partnership with the Kamloops Art Gallery, the Kamloops 
Symphony and the City of Kamloops for the twelfth Mayor’s 
Gala for the Arts sizzled for our guests with the tropical At the 
Copacabana. We were particularly pleased that the award for 
Emerging Artist went to a theatre artist, Andrew Cooper, and 
that the award for Business Support of the Arts went to the 
RBC Foundation, which has been a long-time supporter of WCT 
through its Emerging Artists Project.

Throughout the season, our donors and supporters were treated 
to “behind the scenes” tours, pre-show refreshments, and post-
show talks with the casts, directors and designers who create our 
imaginative productions. They also joined us at special events, 
such as the donor appreciation party at Ron and Rae Fawcett’s 
beautifully situated thoroughbred farm. 

 

GROWTH AND ENGAGEMENT

Brewloops Festival



THE BEST BROTHERS
By Daniel MacIvor
Produced in association with  
Theatre NorthWest (Prince George)

September 14 – 23, 2017 
Pavilion Theatre

“Wonderful”   

“Touching” 

“I’ve never laughed so hard 
when I wanted to cry at the 
same time.”
Audience Response

1,244
audience

65
audience attended at the  
Pay-What-You-Can Matinee

Ryan James Miller | Photo by Murray Mitchell
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ARMSTRONG’S WAR
By COLLEEN MURPHY  

April 12 – 21, 2018
Pavilion Theatre

“The script and the acting were 
first-rate”

“Another awesome show”
Audience Response

1,318
audience

33
audience attended at the  

Pay-What-You-Can Matinee

Julie Leung and Zac Scott | Photo by Murray Mitchell
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17t18to SEASON AT A GLANCE
PRODUCTION + CREATIVE
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PRODUCTIONS
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100
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SHOWS 8 THEATRE
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THEATRE
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8
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MEDIA
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7
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FOOD BANK
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MASTERCLASSES
(with James MacDonald at TRU)EDUCATION
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YOUTH
ATTENDING
STAGE ONE
CLASSES

20 EDUCATION
WORKSHOPS

20 STAGE ONE
THEATRE SCHOOL CLASSES

4,102 STUDENT
MATINEES

8 PUBLIC PERFORMANCES
BY STAGE ONE THEATRE STUDENTS

with

7
PLAYS

in a
SUBSCRIPTION

SERIES

30, 297
TOTAL AUDIENCE
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September 14 – 23, 2017 
Pavilion Theatre
THE BEST BROTHERS
By Daniel MacIvor
Produced in association with  
Theatre NorthWest (Prince George)
Sharon Bajer  Director / Sound Designer
Ross Nichol  Set And Lighting Designer
Suzannah Marriott  Costume Designer
Christine Leroux  Stage Manager
Aidan Desalaiz  Hamilton Best
Ryan James Miller  Kyle Best

October 12 – 21, 2017
Sagebrush Theatre
MILLION DOLLAR QUARTET
Book by Colin Escott and Floyd Mutrux
Original Concept and Direction by Floyd Mutrux 
Inspired by Elvis Presley, Johnny Cash, Jerry Lee 
Lewis, and Carl Perkins
James MacDonald  Director
Kraig Waye  Music Director
Cory Sincennes Set Designer
Cindy Wiebe  Costume Designer
Gillian Gallow  Costume Designer, Elvis & Jerry Lee
Hugh Conacher  Lighting Designer
Doug Perry  Sound Engineer
Crystal MacDonell  Stage Manager
Madison Henry  Assistant Stage Manager
Michelle Chabassol  Apprentice Stage Manager
Julien Arnold  Sam Phillips 
Matt Cage  Elvis Presley 
Meaghan Chenosky  Dyanne 
Maxwell Theodore Lebeuf  Johnny Cash 
Elliott Loran  Jerry Lee Lewis 
Edward Murphy  Carl Perkins 
Kris Ruston  Fluke 
Alexander Ward  Brother Jay

October 21, 2017
Pavillion Theatre
TH’OWXIYA: THE HUNGRY FEAST DISH
Axis Theatre Company’s production
By Joseph A. Dandurand.
Chris McGregor  Director 
Jay Havens  Set & Costume Designer 
Marguerite Witvoet  Composer/Musical Director 
Stephen Bulat  Sound Designer 
Liam Befurt  Lighting Designer 
Stephen Beaver  Technical Advisor 
Deneh’Cho Thompson  Advisor to the Production 
Christine Leroux  Stage Manager 

Kaitlyn Yott Mouse 
Taran Kootenhayoo Raven 
Phaydra-Rae Gagnon Tree/Bear 
Tanja Dixon-Warren Sasquatch 
Michael Scholar Jr Tree/Bear 
Madeline Terbasket Musician/Th’owxiya

November 30 – December 12, 2017
Sagebrush Theatre
A CHRISTMAS CAROL
A new version by James MacDonald,
from the book by Charles Dickens
James MacDonald  Director
Bryce Kulak  Composer, Music Director
Amir Ofek  Set Designer
Marian Truscott  Costume Designer
Narda McCarroll  Lighting Designer
Christine Leroux  Stage Manager
Madison Henry  Assistant Stage Manager
Michelle Chabassol  Apprentice Stage 
Manager

Andrew G. Cooper  Assistant Director
Brett Harris  Dialect Coach
Elizabeth Barrett  Belle, Martha Cratchit, 
Caroline, Maid

Cohen Chow  Tiny Tim Cratchit, Boy Scrooge, 
Ignorance

Quentin Clark  Phillip Cratchit, Tommy, Boy 
with Turkey

Andrew G. Cooper  Butcher, Pocket, Dick 
Wilkins, Undertaker

Rachel Farrow  Belinda Cratchit, Christmas 
Past #1

Brett Harris  George, Young Scrooge, Topper
Bryce Kulak  Musician, Edwin, Cousin Oliver 
Thom Marriott  Fezziwig, Spirit of Christmas 
Present, Tackleton

Janet Michael  Nell, Mrs. Dilbert, Mrs. 
Fezziwig

Alex Mittelsteadt  Young Ebenezer, Peter 
Cratchit, Violin

Carmela Sison  Fanny, Christmas Past #3, 
Lucy, Christmas Future #2

Emma Slipp  Mrs. Cratchit, Christmas Past 
#2, Charwoman

Kirk Smith  Fred, David, Christmas Future #1
Michael Spencer-Davis  Ebenezer Scrooge
Christopher Weddell  Jacob Marley, Old Joe, 
Uncle Charles

Leon Willey  Bob Cratchit

ACTORS AND CREATIVE TEAMS
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January 25 – February 3, 2018 
Sagebrush Theatre
THE BIRDS AND THE BEES
By Mark Crawford
Produced in association with  
Thousand Islands Playhouse (Gananoque, ON)
Ashlie Corcoran  Director 
Heather Cant  Revival Director 
Jung-Hye Kim  Set Designer 
Jayne Christopher  Costume Designer 
Rebecca Picherack  Lighting Designer 
Doug Perry  Sound Designer 
Skylar Nakazawa  Stage Manager  
Christine Leroux  Assistant Stage Manager
Christopher Allen  Ben 
John Jarvis  Earl 
Nicola Lipman  Gail
Naomi Wright  Sarah

February 23 – March 3, 2018
Sagebrush Theatre
GLORY
By Tracey Power
Produced in association with  
Alberta Theatre Projects (Calgary)
James MacDonald  Director
Tracey Power  Playwright and Choreographer
Narda McCarroll  Set and Lighting Designer
Cindy Wiebe  Costume Designer
Steve Charles  Composer and Sound Designer 
Lisa Russell  Stage Manager 
Skylar Nakazawa  Assistant Stage Manager 
Michelle Chabassol  Apprentice Stage Manager
Kevin Corey  Herb Fach 
Kate Dion-Richard  Helen Schmuck 
Gili Roskies  Marm (Margaret) Schmuck
Katie Ryerson  Hilda Ranscombe
Morgan Yamada  Nellie Ranscombe

March 29 – April 7, 2018 
Sagebrush Theatre
CHILDREN OF GOD
A musical written and directed  
by Corey Payette
Produced in association with the Citadel Theatre 
(Edmonton)  |  An Urban Ink (Vancouver) 
production  |  In collaboration with Canada’s 
National Arts Centre  |  In association with Raven 
Theatre and The Cultch (Vancouver) 
Corey Payette  Book/Music/Lyrics & Director
Marshall McMahen  Production Designer
Allen Cole  Musical Director
Elliot Vaughan  Orchestrator
Julie McIsaac  Associate Director
Jeff Harrison  Lighting Designer
Helen Oro  Jewelry Design
Kris Boyd & Kyra Soko  Sound Designers
Mike Kovac & Ryan McNeill Bolton  Fight 
Directors
Steven Greenfield  Associate Music Director
Samira Rose  Stage Manager
Molly Pearson  Assistant Stage Manager
Michelle Bardach  Joanna/Secretary
Raes Calvert  Wilson/Movement Director
Sarah Carlé  Sister Bernadette
Dillan Chiblow  Tom/Tommy
David Keeley  Father Christopher
Sandy Scofield  Rita
Cheyenne Scott  Julia
Aaron M. Wells  Vincent/Fight Captain
Kaitlyn Yott  Elizabeth
Steven Greenfield  Musician - Keys
Amy Nicholson  Musician - Cello
Brian Raine  Musician - Guitar
Martina Smazal  Musician - Viola

April 12 – 21, 2018
Pavilion Theatre
ARMSTRONG’S WAR
By Coleen Murphy
Heather Cant  Director
Ksenia Broda-Milian  Set & Lighting Designer
Cindy Wiebe  Costume Designer
Lukas Vanderlip  Sound Designer
Madison Henry  Stage Manager
Julie Leung  Halley Armstrong
Zac Scott  Corporal Michael Armstrong
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Tim Rodgers
Grant Chu
Gordon Miller
Francis Barnett *
Richard Block
Lori Bregoliss
Marilyn Crossen
Beverley DeSantis
Wesley Eccleston
Sharon Frissell

David Ross † 
Tom Kerr ‡
Judge T.W. Shupe ∆
D. Michael Dobbin *
Peggy Gilmour *
Mike Latta *
Anne Manson *
Maureen Marshall *
Lanni Shupe * 

Western Canada Theatre wishes to acknowledge that we are on land located in the Tk’emlúps te Secwépemc 
territory within the unceded traditional lands of the Secwépemc Nation. We extend our appreciation for the 
opportunity to live, create, and perform on this beautiful territory.

President
Past President
Vice President

† Honorary Life Artistic Producer
‡ Founding Artistic Director
∆ Honorary Life Chairman
* Honorary Life Member

STAFF

James MacDonald
Lori Marchand *
Evan Klassen †

Artistic Director
Executive Director 
Managing Director 

Ron Thompson
Catrina Crowe

Suzan Goguen

Terri Runnalls
Lucy Geary †
Stephanie McLean †

Randy Chow
Jessica Buchanan *
Sophia de Zeeuw *

Spencer Paul †

Financial Manager
Marketing & Communications 
Director

Growth & Engagement 
Director

Education Coordinator
Special Events Manager 
Events & Development 
Coordinator 

Accounting Assistant
Special Events Assistant 
Marketing Assistant (Co-op 
Student) 

Marketing Assistant (Co-op 
Student) 

Administration

Bryce Herman

Laura Michel

Fund Development 
Consultant

Indigenous Engagement 
Coordinator

Consultants

Dawn Bergstrom †
Heather Cant * 
Ross Nichol
Bill Chabassol *
Brian St-Amand
Paul Cuthbert ‡

Roya Mole *

Joel Feenstra *
Liam Befurt
Celine Majcher*

Producer
Associate Artistic Director
Production Manager
Production Technical Director
Sagebrush Technical Director
Sagebrush Assistant 
Technical Director

Sagebrush Assistant 
Technical Director

Production Assistant
Technician
Technician

Production
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† New to position in 2017/2018
* Left position in 2017/2018
‡ Change in role in 2017/2018

Cindy Wiebe
Rory Lynch
Angela Frye
Ken Wells
Charlotte Wagner
Susan Dixon
Laurie Harder
Kathy Schwab

Head of Wardrobe
Head of Scenic Carpentry
Head of Properties
Scenic Painter
Wardrobe
Wardrobe
Carpenter
Second Painter

Kristi Williams

Jean Choi
Carlin Bolt
Jessican Buchanan
Allison Clow
Krystine Lucas
Celine Majcher
Christina Poirier
Carling Ryan

Client & Facilties Services 
Manager

Volunteer Corrdinator
Guest Service Director
Guest Service Director
Guest Service Director
Guest Service Director
Guest Service Director
Guest Service Director
Guest Service Director

Front of House

Geraldine Penny *
Dawn Brauer †
Michelle Chabassol
Judy Day
Linda McLean

Box Office Manager 
Box Office Supervisor
Box Office Staff
Box Office Staff
Box Office Staff

Kamloops Live! Box Office

EMERGING ARTISTS

Madison Henry
Michelle Chabassol
Maxwell Lebeuf
Elliott Loran
Edward Murphy
Alexander Ward

WE AT WESTERN CANADA THEATRE 
ARE PROUD OF THE SUPPORT, 
MENTORSHIP AND OPPORTUNITIES 
WE PROVIDE EMERGING ARTISTS 
EARLY IN THEIR CAREER. IN 2017/18, 
A PARTICULARLY LONG LIST OF 
EMERGING ARTISTS WERE PART OF 
OUR WORKS.

ASM *
App SM †
Actor
Actor
Actor
Actor

Million Dollar Quartet

Andrew Cooper
Madison Henry
Christine Leroux
Michelle Chabassol
Elizabeth Barrett
Carmela Sison
Brett Harris

Asst Director/Actor
ASM *
Stage Manager
App SM †
Actor
Actor
Actor

A Christmas Carol

Heather Cant
Christopher Allen

Revival Director
Actor

The Birds and the Bees

Michelle Chabassol
Morgan Yamada
Kate Dion-Richard

App SM †
Actor
Actor

GLORY

Corey Payette
Michelle Bardach
Raes Calvert
Cheyenne Scott
Aaron Wells
Kaitlyn Yott

Playwright/Director
Actor
Actor
Actor
Actor
Actor

Children of God

Heather Cant
Lukas Vanderlip
Madison Henry

Director
Sound Designer
Stage Manager

Armstrong’s War

Kim Harvey
Tai Grauman
Kaitlyn Yott

Playwright/Director
Actor
Actor

Workshop - Kamloopa

* Assistant Stage Manager
† Apprentice Stage Manager

Joseph Dandurand
Kaitlyn Yott
Taran Kootenayoo

Playwright
Actor
Actor

Th’owxiya: The Hungry Feast Dish
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SUPPORTERS
“I am a great fan of movies, but I am now a greater fan of live theatre, the more so because of Western  
Canada Theatre. My most recent enjoyment was A Christmas Carol.... The music, the lighting, the set design, 
the props, the young actors, the old actors and especailly the script were amazing. WCT Artistic Director James 
MacDonald says there is power in live theatre and he is spot on. But MacDonald himself creates the power of 
live theatre. His skill, experience and devotion bring the stage to dramatic and vibrant life. The [Artistic Team 
of WCT] search out legendary production and bring up and coming plays to exhilarating life in Kamloops.  

Jake Ootes, co-owner of Celista Estate Winery, sponsors of WCT
in a letter to the editor of Kamloops This Week, another WCT sponsor

Each year, contributions — in spirit, such as above, as well as financial — from subscribers, audience members, 
companies, foundations, and all levels of government ensure Western Canada Theatre continues to grow in 
artistic excellence and youth development. Every gift makes a difference and bolsters our efforts to produce 
bold and entertaining new plays for Kamloops. We are grateful to all of our contributors for their generous 
support, and we welcome gifts of all sizes. Thank you.

Operating Grants
The City of Kamloops
Canada Council for the 
Arts 

Department of 
Canadian Heritage

Canada Cultural 
Spaces Fund 

Government of Canada
The Province of BC
British Columbia Arts 
Council

Foundations
BC Interior Community 
Foundation 

The Hamber 
Foundation

Presenting Partner
Kelson Group, Ron & 
Rae Fawcett

Season Sponsors
CFJC TV
Home Hardware 
Kamloops This Week 
New Gold
Stone Hazell & 
Company 

Wayside

Show Sponsors
98.3 CIFM
Alastair Murdoch 
Accounting Group Ltd.

B-100
British Columbia Lottery 
Corporation 

CFBX 92.5 FM

Country 103.1
Schoening & First 
Memorial Funeral

Services
ideaLEVER
Kamloops Airport 
Overland Press
Paul & Company
Radio NL
Ramada Kamloops 
Hotel 

he River 97.5
The Riverland Inn & 
Suites 

Simply Computing
TNRD
Watson Engineering 
Ltd.

Pre-Show Salon 
Sponsors

Celista Winery
Terra Restaurant

Mainstage PWYC 
Matinée Sponsor
BEST WESTERN PLUS 
Kamloops Hotel

Spotlight Sponsors
Canadian Mortgage 
Experts Canadian Tire

Edward Jones - Brant 
Hasanen 

Kamloops Insurance 
Services 

KPMG
Westland Insurance

Diamond Companions 
($10,000 and above)

Michael E. Black & the 
late Denise Fortier

Platinum Patrons 
($5,000-9,999)
Rae Nixon

Silver Patrons 
($2,000-3,499)
Peter Baron
Roland & Anne Neave

Copper Patrons 
($750-1,999)
Anonymous
Laura and Mike De 
Jonge 

Hugh Fallis & Marilyn 
Crossen 

Mirella and Bob Holden
Edith Pletzer
Russ & Jane Reid
Bud & Daphne Smith
David & Rosemarie 
Stoltze

Tony Erlank
James & Barb 
Wentworth

Patrons ($500-$749)
Ben & Lorene Anders 
Dr. Jill Calder

Grant & Nancy Chu 
Sheila Collier

Lois Crown
Tom & Paulette 
Eccleston

Glen & Sara Farrow

Jessie & James Fedorak 
Jaylene & David Hanna 
Michael & Debbie 
Kowbel 

James MacDonald
Len & Laurie Marchand
June McClure
Charles Izowsky & Judy 
Moser 

Thomas & Sharon 
Moore 

Shirley & Kelly Rowland 
Murphy & Katharine 
Shewchuk 

Dr. Robert Walter

Investors ($200-$499)
Peter & Debra Allik-
Petersenn Francis & 
Helen Barnett

Dr. Anise Barton and 
Dr. Tom Wallace R.C. 
Bidnell

Richard & Fearon Blair
Jack & Pauline 
Braaksma

Ed & Patti Bruzzese
Jean Burris
Ann Byard
Kathy & Randall Chan
John Corbishley
David & Laura Farrow
Allen & Sharon Frissell
Lois Hollstedt
Dylan Houlihan
Bob & Jo-Mary Hunter
Joseph & Joyce Kalfics
Fred & Nancy Leake
Ray LePage
Sandy & Ellen 



McCurrach
Kirsten McDougall
Doris McNutt
Terry & Joan McQuillan
Donna Marchand
Nathan & Marie 
Matthew

Tanya Mihura
Vic & Sally Mowbray
Jim & Beverley Mundle
Jake & Marg Ootes
Colene Palmer
Guy & Jeanine Parker
Sheila Pierson
Dennis & Sue Reedman
Sulwen (Cookie) Reimer
Shirley Rowland
Peter Ryan
Ray & Susan Sewell
Craig & Sharlene 
Sharpe

Terry Shupe
Colleen Stainton
Kent Stasich
Val Takahashi
Florence Thomson 
Trisha Watkinson
Dave & Maryanne 
Whiting

Benefactors 
($100-$199)
Anonymous Anonymous
Dianne Almond
Michael Baker
Beta Sigma Phi
Barry & Judy Brown 
Margaret Brown 
Maureen Brown

Kathy & Randall Chan 
Margaret Chrumka 
Frank & Anne 
Churchley Bill & Evey 
Chursky

Sally Cornies & Hap 
Ryan

Joan Cummings
Fredrick Cunningham
Donald Dalgleish (In 
memory of

Melanie McIntosh) 
Roxanne Dauncey Pat 
Decker

Rhonda Diaper
Ross & Judy Dickson
John Dittrich & Sharon 
Carrell Larry & Edie 
Dixon

Dan & Denise Douglas
Vivian Edwards

Robert & Patricia 
Esdale Shirlee Ezowski
Reno & Marie Fabbro
Ronald Fairhurst
Ruth & Michael Fane
Faye Fike
Marvyn Fitzpatrick
Blake & Linda Fox
Louella Garner
Adah Gruver
Susan Hammond
Coleen Hansen
Marianne Hardy
Helena Hasler
Ron Heslip
Rosemary Hibbard
Dave & Dorothy Hilton
Rob & Lila Jennejohn
Cora Jones
Darrel Jones
Sharon Kika
Bob & Pat King
Ted & Maryann 
Kowalsky 

Maryann Kowalsky
Robert McDiarmid
Heather K. Murdoch
Maria Paccagnella
Wilma Pagan
Carl & Penny Pentilchuk 
Robert & Lorraine Pick

Tracy Quewezance
Ginny Ratsoy
Niki Remesz
Terry Rogers Family
Lynn Rutherford
Rosemary Saint-Michaels 
Tricia L. Sellmer

Peggy Swanson
Lynne Totten
Judith Treherne
Bob & Jennifer Trudeau 
Pat Wallace *

Denis Walsh
Shirley Wiklund
Lois & David Williams

Friends 
($10-$99)
Anonymous
Karen Albiston
Denise Lynn Anderson 
Ashlin Armstrong

Shirley Buchanan
Patrick Callahan
Michael & Gerrianne 
Clare 

John & Jean Crowe

Donna Demarni
Elizabeth Dye
Dave & Irene Edamura 
Susan Endersby *

Jean Gagne
Jeanne Gagne
Yanni Giftakis
Peter & Judy Gray
Cathy Hall-Patch
Ken & Marylyne House 
Lance & Sue Jang

Bill & Sally Jennejohn 
Valerie Kemp

Avalen Loerke
Bob & Robbie McLaren 
Dean & Wendy McLean 
Stan & Louise Oakes 
Mavis Paravantes 
Valentina Putoto
Jay Rilkoff
Kathy Sinclair
Bea Smith
Rev. Dawne Taylor 
Nicole Tougas

Edward Walsh
Diane Webb
*In Memory of Evelyn 
Goller

In Memoriam of Sheila 
Collier
Dianne Almond
Francis & Helen Barnett 
Olga & Donald Baron 
Peter Baron
Anita Barton
Rita Beiks
Patricia Chamberlain
Dr. Todd Collier
Ronald & Doreen 
Fairhurst 

Majid Faridi
C. Gonnet
Ken & Marylyne House 
Dwight Koss
Kathleen Otterstrom 
Sagewood Community 
Terry Simpson
Wes & Phyliss Stephens
L.D. Taylor

Thank you to Ron and Rae Fawcett for hosting 
our Donor Appreciation Evening at their 
beautiful property.



OFFICE 
Pavilion Theatre

1025 Lorne Street
Kamloops, BC

MAILING ADDRESS
Box 329

Kamloops, BC  V2C 5K9
250-326-3216

wctlive.ca

WESTERN CANADA THEATRE COMPANY SOCIETY
Incorporation Date: January 14, 1975
Charitable Registration: 04409172226
2016/2017 Season Subscribers: 2,497

WCT maintains active memberships in, or affiliation with, the following:
Professional Association of Canadian Theatres (PACT)
Canadian Actors’ Equity Association
B.C. Touring Council
B.C. Facilities Managers’ Association
Canadian Institute of Theatre Technology
Associated Designers of Canada (ADC)
Playwrights Guild of Canada


