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WHERE THE HELL IS WILLIAMS LAKE?
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% Bugids) Bad

If you happen to find yourself at tonight’s world-
premiere performance of Never Shoot a Stampede
Queen at the Pav1hon Theatre and you see a
middle-aged man with ]ong hair rising from his seat in
a dlstractmg‘fashlon forgive him.

- Heis Mark Lerren -Young, the award—wmmng author
of the eponymous book from which he adapted the
Never Shoot a Stampede Queen scrlpt

And he s very exc1ted about bemg present for the '
show’s openmg ‘

ST be somewhere, 7 Lelren—Young told KTW

“Hopefully i be at the back, because I don t sit vely
well.” o

" Never Shoot a Stampede Queen is Leiren—Young’s '
real- life stery of his post- university years workmg as a

reporter at the WIIzams Lake’ Trzbune R ' - s, 's,HAize TS S'T(‘).RY

The play’s opemng line offels some 1n51ght mto where . Recommend - a8 \5’}6 .
'atsgomg . : - ey :

“Where the hell 1s Wllhams Lake'f’” . . g : ) . ) .TWeel- 4

Lelren-Young was a city boy in 1985 when at 22, he o . ) Recommend this oh Go'oéle .

took the reporter _]ob and drove from the Lower
Mainland to the Carlboo

= "Drag Me to Hell" is devilish fun

s "Hell's Angels '69" director Lee Madden dies at 82

hometown, he happened upon a robbery in progress. « "Sainthood” takes Tegan & Sara to "Hell’ and back
= Confusion surrounds Robbie Williams "proposal”

“And things never got less Strange,” he said. = Robin Williams hitting road after heart surgery

= Robil illia recovering fro eart surge

Immediately upon arriving in what would be his new

“From the time I arrived to the time I left.”

Leiren-Young said his editor came up with a nickname for the intrepid, if not lucky, new reporter — News
Magnet.

His friends, meanwhile, were fascinated by his tales of life in a place that sounded not unlike the Wild West.

“All of my friends said, ‘You've got to write these stories down before everybody thinks you’re making it up,”
Leiren-Young said.

So, he did and had the collection of 33 tales bound at a local print shop to be sent out as Christmas presents.
A few years later, Leiren-Young’s friend suggested he turn the stories into a play.

Not one to turn down the advice of his pals, he did that, too.



What came of it was a fringe-festival act, which played in Edmonton, Winnipeg and Australia.
That was it.
That is, until another conversation with another friend a dozen years later.

That friend was an author, and he encouraged Leiren-Young to punch up his story — not by fictionalizing it, bu
by organizing it into a book.

“I went home that night and started re-writing everything,” he said.

“Next thing I know, this book that I'd completely abandoned for 20 years was in the hands of publishers and
everything changed.”

Never Shoot a Stampede Queen was released in book form in 2009.

_ Later that year, Leiren-Young was awarded the Stephen Leacock Memorial Medal for Humour — the top prize
Canadian humour writers.

Eventually, he was approached by director TJ Dawe about adapting the story to a seript.

Leiren-Young did it himself and tonight is the night he’ll see it performed for real — in front of a real audience
for the first time ever.

He said it was easy to pick where to debut the show.
“I said Kamloops or Prince George,” Leiren-Young said.
“I wanted to open it somewhere where people would know Williams Lake and get the jokes.”

' According to Leiren-Young, the script debuting tonight is even better than the book that was recognized as
Canada 5 best humour less than four years ago. : s ' i

.| haven t given these stories thrs much thought smce 1 wrote them in 1987,” he sald
3 What s really amazmg to me 1s saymg the book won the Leacock and now I wrsh I could add to the book T
' Dawes who is dlrectlng the play, echoed Lelren Young S sentrment

‘ ] “J ust the other day in rehearsal Mark said two of the lines we added in the last couple days were two of hrs
favourite llnes from the show, he said.

B Vancouver based actor Ryan Beil, who portrays Lerren-Young in the one- man show, sard he has enjoyed workJ
© .80 closely with the reporter turned author turned-playwrlght 5 :

“Mark is pretty relaxed and open to’ f1nd1ng these changes,” he sard
“It s also really great because we can ]ust ask him drrectly and say, ‘Was this person like thls'?”’ :

. Western Canada Theatre s productron of Never Shoot a Stampede Queen runs untll May 4 at the Pavrllon
Theatre . ‘ : :

Show trmes are 7: 30 p.m. Mondays and Tuesdays and 8 p.m. Wednesdays through Saturdays
"There will also be a pay-what—you can matinee at 2 p m. on Saturday, Aprl] 27, A

For tic_kets, go online to kamloopslive.ca or call the Kamloops Live Box Ofﬁce at 250—374.—5483. )



